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A NATIONAL CONVERSATION ON THE FUTURE OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

I am writing further to our conversation about the national conversation on the future of
health and social care "Creating a Healthier Scotland - What Matters to you?".

I am very keen that this should not just be a direct conversation between the Scottish
Government and the people of Scotland, important though that is, but that it should also
stimulate the public and stakeholder groups to have their own discussions among
themselves about the future shape of our health and social care services and about how we
might collectively make greater strides in improving the health of the population and
addressing health inequalities. I am therefore working with a small partnership group to
support others to run their own conversation events and feedback the results to me.

Against that backdrop, I am writing to ask if the Health and Sport Committee would be willing
to iointly hold a conversation event with the Scottish Government. I envisage the event
would be open to all those who might wish to take part. However, we would need to share
the shaping of the event and I would not want to be prescriptive about its content or style.
There is supporting and other information available on the dedicated website at
http://healthier.scotl if the Committee would find that useful

As I said when we spoke, I felt that we had already achieved a broad consensus about the
need for change, and for the public to have a strong voice in that, during the Parliamentary
debate on 10 June. I am keen to build on that and believe that a joint Government and
Committee conversation event would take us a further step along the way.

I look forward to hearing your views on this proposal.
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